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TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

Sir—I wish you to give your ideas of the Parable 
contained in Matthew xiii. 47 to 50 verses, inclusive. 
In so doing you will much oblige a candid inquirer 
after Gospel Truth. Yours, J. B. 

Hunter, Apuil 20, 1823. 

MATTHEW Xi. 47-50. 

*Acain, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a 
net that is cast into the sea, and gathereth of every 
kind. Which, when it was full they drew to shore, 
and sat down and gathered the good into vessels, 
but cast the bad away. So shall it be at the end of 
the world, the angels shall come forth, and sever the 
wicked from among the just. And shall cast them 
into the farnace of fire: there shall be wailing and 
gnashing of teeth.” 

It is admitted, of necessity, by all denominations, 
that this passage is a parable. The kingdom of 
heaven is not a net containing fishes of every kind, 
but is like unto a net, &c. The kingdom of heaven, 
is a kingdom or reign, in contradistinction to the 
Jewish kingdom, or worship. “So shall it be at 
the end of the world.” The time is specified when 
the kingdom of heaven should be manifested, and 
the manner of its manifestation is declared. The 
figure used is emphatically descriptive. A net en- 
closes fish so that they cannot escape. When the 
kingdom of heaven was manifested, at the destruc- 
tion of the Jewish temple and worship, those spoken 
of, the Jews, were enclosed in Jerusalem, as ina 
net, from which they could not escape. They were 
gathered of every kind; but the kinds were com- 
prehended in the two descriptions of good and bad, 
in the parable ; and at the time of its accomplish- 
ment, in the two characters of wicked and just. 
The wicked Jews were sufferers, as a consequence 
of their obstinacy. The just believers in Christ, 


were delivered. 


We have no hesitation in saying, that the para- 
bles of our Saviour would be stripped of much of 
their present cbscuiity, were the translation uni- 
formly correct. We read, “ So shall it be at the 
end of the world.” Ninety-nine out of a hundred 
would suppose thatthe material world was here in- 
tended. That the time spoken of, was the end of 
all sublunary things, the end of time, as generally 
considered, and the introduction to a supposed day 
of judgment, when congregated worlds shall be as- 
sembled in the presence of their Maker to receive 
their final doom. So much for error and priest- 
craft. How, then, shall this passage be understood ? 
We answer—Just as it is expressed in the original, 
taking the translators’ own definition, in other parts, 
for a guide. For they sometimes were correct, 





when necessity, or the absence of prejudice per- 
mitted them to be so. In Heb. ix. 26. “ For then 
must he often have suffered since the founcwtion of 
the world; but now once in the end of the world 
hath he appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of 
himself.” “The foundation of the world, xosuov: 
but mow [not at a future age] once in the end of 
the world avavar hath he appeared,” &c. In Col. 
i. 26. “The mystery which hath been hid fiom 
ages awe and from generations, but now is made 
manifest to his saints.” Now turn to the parable 
under consideration. “So shall it be at the end of 
the world, awyvos. What world? Answer, Paul, 
Heb. ix. 26. And for a definition of the word ren- 
dered world, ask our translators, Col. i. 26, where 
they have been correct in their translation ! 

If there is a man under heaven, who can render a 
reason for, and produce an argument in favour of, 
this corrupt translation, which misleads and tor- 
ments the minds of men, we should be glad to hear 
it! And if there is a man living, among the ortho- 
dox, who disputes or questions our statements, we 
invite him to occupy these columns in defence of 
his own opinion, and to confute our declarations. 
We shall only add—We regret that our opponents’ 
sincerity does not bear some proportion to their 
wilful ignorance and obstinacy. 

—<p——- 
From the Religious Inquirer. 

Mr. Editor—During the last session of the Su- 
preme court in this city, I called in to witness the 
trial of some of those unfortunate beings, whose 
crimes had brought them before the bar of justice. 
One poor being who approached near to idiocy, 
was brought forward on a charge of burglary ; and 
as the acts charged were admitted by the counsel 
for the prisoner, I listened with attention to the plea 
that should be made in his defence. I confess I 
was much pleased with the learned ingenuity and 
eloquence of the gentlemen who were counsel for 
the prisoners. The principles which they laid down, 
and urged as the ground on which their client 
should be acquitted, were undoubtedly correct; but 
in admitting their correctness, my mind was neces- 
sarily led to the inquiry—Will not this reasoning 
apply in spiritual, as well as temporal things? If so, 
the thought strack me, that these gentlemen’s rea- 
soning atthe bar, was probably at variance with 
their religious sentiments; and the principles on 
which they relied for the acquittal of their client, if 
admitted in their religious system, would sap its 
very foundation, and prove it false. 

One geutleman, in addressing the jury, stated, 
That all punishment was intended to effect ene of 
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two ends, or purposes. First—As an example to 
deter others from the commission of crime; or, 
Secondly—For the correction of the offender. He 
then directed the attention of the jury to the prison- 
er, and asked the question—Whether the punish- 
ment of such a man, could be an example tothe com- 
munity—or, whether punishment could operate on 
that poor being asa correction? If not, it were worse 
than useless to punish. Now, as all law, both of 
God and man, is, or ought to be founded on reason 
and justice, all punishment connected with the di- 
vine law, must be for the same ends and purposes, 
viz. either to hold up an example, for the purpose of 
detering others from crimes, or the emendation or 
correction of the offender. 

Admitting this just principle in law, we will in- 
quire, whether endless misery, or punishment, can 
effect either of their ends? First—Can endless 
punishment be considered an example, deterring 
others from the commission of crime? The answer 
is—No. For in order for punishment to operate as 
an exampie, it must be inflicted where the crime is 
committed, and where those to be deterred can have 
occular demonstration of the punishment. Ac- 
cording to the Calvinistic theory, the crime is com- 
mitted inthis world, but is punished in another, far 
out of the reach of our sight, and beyond the reach 
of our knowledge; nor shall we see or know any 
thing about it until it is too late to have any effect, 
as an example. It cannot be believed, that the ex- 
ample of punishment will be necessary to prevent 
the commission of crimes in another world, For 
the saved being assimilated to the divine nature, 
and made like unto God, cannot have that disposi- 


tion to sin, that will require the force of example, 
to prevent their committing crimes. 
Secondly—Can endless punishment effect the 


The 
It would be an absurdity to 
say, that punishment corrected or amended the pun- 
ishe:], and yet continue to punish him through all 
eternity. If, then, the law of God is as just and 
reasonable as the laws of man, endless punishment 
cannot be true, as it cannot effect: either of these 
purposes—example or correction. 

The other gentleman, in behalf of the prisoner, 
observed to the jury, that the law could not punish 
the act, or crime, but the motive which produced 
the act. For instance—an idiot, or a lunatic, might 
commit homicide, but could not be punished as a 
murderer, because he possessed not that moral ca- 
pacity to distinguish between right and wrong; and 
so very slight the difference, that it was very often 
difficult to determine how far a man was guilty. If 
the gentleman’s reasoning was correct, which is rea- 
dily admitted, and men are only punishable accord- 
ing to the capacity they have of distinguishing be- 
tween right and wrong, this reasoning applied to 
religious theory, must at once destroy the idea of 
the infinite nature of sin. The infinite nature of 
sin, has been attempted to be proved, from the dig- 
nity or perfection of the law, which requires perfect 
obedience; or from the dignity of the character of 
the Lawgiver. But if the above reasoning may be 


emendation or correction of the offender? 
answer again is—No. 





used in divinity, all these attempts to prove sin infi 
nite fall to the ground, as sin must be measured by 
the mental capacity of the subject, not by the per- 
fection of the law, nor the dignity of the Lawgiver. 
The honourable judge gave support to this mode 
of reasoning, in giving the case to the jury. He laid 
down as law, that all crimes committed by persons 
under seven years of age, were not punishable by 
law. Because the law considered all under that 
age as not possessed of that moral capacity neces- 
sary to distinguish between right and wrong; fron: 
seven to fourteen it was doubtful whether they 
were, or were not possessed of that capacity. The 
counsel for the defendant might therefore urge, 
that they were not, and proof might be brought to 
that end, in their favour. 
founded on reason and justice, and experience has 
pronounced them wholesome, good, and wise, and 


Now, if human Jaws are 


every crime is measured by the capacity of the 
offender to discern between right and wrong, and 
exonerates from punishment all who are destitute 
of this capacity, Is it possible we can believe that 
the law of God is so directly opposite, that infants 
should be the subjects of punishment in his king- 
dom, and even those who have scarcely breathed 
the vital air, subject to eternal burnings? Yet how 
often has it been asserted, that myriads of children 
will be eternally miserable. Should you consider 
these remarks as worthy a place in your paper, they 
are at your service. JUSTITIA, 
_ —fo— — 
From the Universalist Magazine. 
TO THE REV. HOSEA BALLOU, 

Dear Sir—During a stay at Calcutta, of four 
months, I became acquainted with onc Rammohun 
Roy a native of Bengal, who I see has been noticed 
in the Boston papers, as intending to visit the Uni- 
ted States this year. This person I believe has 
been a believer in our Scriptures this three or four 
years past. He is generally thought to be one of 
the most learned men of the age. 
his works by me, which I should like you to peruse 
at some future time, as I think they will enable you 
to judge of his abilities on theological subjects. J 
was induced to have an introduction to him before 
I teft India, having read a controversy which he had 
with several of the missionaries at Serampore, 
which arose from a publication of his, entitled 
“The precepts of Jesus, a sure guide to Life and 
Happiness,” which they endeavoured to refute— 
after which he wrote two Appeals to the Christian 
public, in defence of his precepts, which I think 
when you come to read, you will say are very ably 
executed. [thought the arguments that the mis- 
sionaries brought forth in support of their belief, 
(especially when they refer to the trinity,) are about 
the weakest I ever read. As I had several of your 
works in my possession at this time, I forwarded 
them to him, and thought that they would not be 
uninteresting, judging from the liberal spirit that 
seemed to dictate all his writings; and I assure 
you, the next time I saw him, he appeared to be 
enraptured with them, as he said he had no know- 
ledge of such liberal sentiments being so genera) 
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in the Christian world, and he appeared very grate- 
ful that there are some who interpret the Scriptures 
similar to himself. 

He suggested, that if some of your writings, when 
translated into Hindostanne, were distributed among 
the natives, he thought they would do more service 
than all the missionaries have done since their first 
undertaking; and I do not think there is a person 
more willing or capable than himself, to promote 
truth at any time. 

If he visits Boston, in his tour through the United 
States, which is more than probable, you may be 
sure of receiving a visit from him if you are in town. 
He says, the few that have been enticed over to 
the missionaries, are the most ignorant and of the 
lowest cast, who are more dissatisfied than ever, and 
that they would willingly retract, did the laws 
of these regions permit them after losing their 
cast; and he has also informed me for a truth, that 
there has not been one respectable native converted 
by them. I think, on your reading his few pamph- 
lets you will be able to discover, without my inform- 
ing you, that he has no belief in future punishment, 
but that he believes our heavenly Father has 
constituted a law in our nature, which makes us 
unable to walk in the paths of virtue, without re- 
ceiving ample reward in the moral happiness that 
there is therein. On the other hand, we never do 
stray from this path, into that of vice, without re- 
ceiving the consequences that spring from a guilty 
conscience. Onconversing with him, he manifests 
the above sentiments in a very plain manner, which 
sentiments I assure you meet wit! as much opposi- 
tion from the missionaries, as those people do in 
our country that entertain the same; and I am hap- 
py to say with the same good effect; for all they 
ean say against, tends to promote it, which Rammo- 
hun Roy generally turns over to his advantage. 
Noy, sir, leaving you to gain what information you 
I remain yours in peace. 


G. R. R. 


can from his works, 


Boston, May 13, 1823. 
——tiiiie 
THE WAY TO DO BUSINESS. 

On the 17th of March last, a meeting was con- 
vened in this city, and a constitution prepared, 
when a Society styled “ Young Men’s Auriliary 
Society,” was formed, &c. to aid in what is called, 
the cause of Missions. The Rev. Dr. Spring, of 
course, was present! We extract this news from a 
publication which is floating in the missionary cur- 
rent, for the good of the concern. The following 
is also extracted: 

“ MEMBERS AND DIRECTORS FOR LIFE. 

The executive committee have turned their at- 
tention to this source of revenue, and find that 
while the American Bible Society exhibits a list of 
720 ministers ef the gospel, who are life members 
of that important institution, the United Domestic 
Missionary Society can yet number but twelve, of 
whom the following eight were constituted mem- 
bers for life, before the present organization of the 
Society took place, viz. 


Rev. J. M. Mathews, by ladies of his congregation’ 


Rev. Alexander M‘Clelland, do. 
Rev. R. B. E. M‘Leod, do. 
Rey. Willian W. Phillips, do. 
Rev. Samuel Robinson, do. 
Rev. Thomas Dewitt, do. 


Rey. A. O. Stansbury, by his own subscription. 

And since the present organization of the society, 

Rev. Thomas Dewitt, of New Hackensack, Fish- 
kill, Director for life, by ladies of bis congrega- 
tion, (2d donation.) 

Rey. P. M. Whelpey, Pastor of the First Presbyte- 
rian Church in this city, Director for lite, by la- 
dies of his congregation. 

Rev. Samuel H. Cox, Pastor of the Presbyterian 
Church in Spring-street, in this city, Director for 
life, by a female society of his congregation. 

Rev. David Porter, Catskill, member for life, by 
his own subscription. 

It cannot be that this limited number is owing to 
any want of importance in the objects of the society 
These must commend themselves to every con 
science that is in any degree enlightened, and cer- 
tainly to every heart that can feel for those who are 
destitute of gospel privileges. For a developement 
of the views of the society, in the propagation of 
the gospel and of the abundant reason offered for 
the vigorous prosecution of their plan, the commit- 
tee refer to the publication now issued by them 
monthly. It will be seen that the moral desolation 
in our land is great: that the desire of thousands, 
unable themselves to support the ministry, are reit- 
erated from every quarter, that the gospel may be 
sent tothem. Their hearts are ready for its recep- 
tion, and their hands open to the extent of their 
ability for its permanent establishment among them. 
Many of these calls have been answered, and min- 
isters settled, by means of aid furnished by this 
society ; but still the cry is continually heard from 
other places—Send us a minister of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

The executive committee have directed that an 
appeal be made to the congregations throughout 
our country, and particularly to the ladies. A gift 
of thirty dollars constitutes the person in whose be- 
half it is made, a member for life. Fifty dollars, a 
director for life. There are several hundreds of 
congregations to whom it will be easy to raise either 
of these sums. Every argument that can have 
been advanced in favour of making your pastors 
members, or directors of any society, could be 
urged with propriety in behalf of this.” 

Now, be it known unto all men, that we, without 
any mental reservation whatever, record the names 
of Messrs. Abraham O. Stansbury, and David Por- 
ter, and make honourable mention of them, as men, 
who, however they may differ from us ip sentiment, 
are honest and sincere in, what we consider to be, 
error. They have, (and shame on those who with 
as great or greater means, have not) paid from their 
own purses their quota of cash for a purpose which 
they profess to consider indispensable. This looks 
well. “ Honour to whom honour is due.” But, look 





Rev. Gardiner Spring, by ladies of his congregation. 


at this—{(>"“ Rev. Gardiner Spring, by ladies of 
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his congregation!!!” Our word for it, the husbands 
of some of those ladies, have anincome which will 
fall short of one half ot Dr. S.’s salary! Now, while 
their hands are in, suppose they were to pay str dol- 
lars, due from the Rev. Dr. for two year’s subscrip- 
tion to the Bible Society, which he refused to pay !! 
If the children of some of these priestridden ladies 
do not ery for bread, and wear their elbows out, 
while the tlustrious and Reverend Doctor Gardiner 
Spring's boys are smoking their cigars, and whisk- 
ing their rattans, we are no prophets. 

We appeal to the head and heart of the public. 
Hypocrisy has watted on silver seas, with spicy gales, 
the clerical drones, and shameless beggars, already 
too long. We say, and demand an assent too, that 
all men are brethren! That you are commanded to 
“ Love your neighbour as yourself.” That pam- 
pering proud, hypocritical clergymen, and “ visit- 
ing the widow and the fatherless in their affliction,” 
are two things. We care not for the thunder of the 
modern vatican. Neither do we tremble at the 
winks, the nods, and the surveillance of a self-styled 
holy priesthood ; and their compecrs in luxury and 
superstition, The course which duly marks and 
points out, shall be followed ; maugre all the efforts 
ofall the honourable and dignified characters the 
kingdoms of this world can boast, or churches show 
on days of solemn grimace, or holy parade. Com- 
mon sense will never assimilate with, nor authorize 
such proceedings—such sentiments as now pass cur- 
rent in the religious tabernacle, where error, dignified 
and honoured, presides, like the Moloch of blinded 
Israel; save that the fires glow in the mouth instead 
of the belly of the idol. 

Let the panders of these religious spendthrifts, 
who cannot maintain their families with a suin 
which exceeds by treble the amount possessed 
or expended by their deluded hearers, come for- 
ward. Let them fill their mouth with arguments, 
{not execrations, threats, nor denunciations, for these 
would pass like the idle wind,) and answer us. 
Why are these things so? Why is a clergyman who 
professes to deny the world and its vanities, and to 
follow the example, and tread in the steps of the 
lowly Jesus, to fatten on the spoils of the poor? How 
is it, that his nose is turned up, and his eyes averted, 
at the appearance of the wholesome fare of his pa- 
rishioners ? That luxuries and fine houses, and the 
extravagant follies of the fops and dandies of mod- 
ern times, wring from his poor hearers their solid 
cash, to support his nabob-style, while thousands are 
crying with hunger, and suffering in a state of or- 
phanage ? We repeat it—Fill your mouth with ar- 
guments, if you dare, in open day, and in the face 
of the precepts and example of Jesus Christ, sanc- 
tion such abominable hypocrisy and deception! 
“He that sitteth in the heavens shal] laugh; the 
Lord shall have you in derision.” 

But why so harsh, so hard, at this time, upon the 
clergymen? saysone. Be moderate, says another. 
Harsh! The weapon is only fitted to the engage- 
ment. The corrupt limb to be amputated cannot 
be clipped with setssors ; they will be reserved to 
pare and trim the bandages! Calvin roasted Serve- 


tus at the stake. Our victims are not chained, but 
tied by the withes of their own corruption. Cal- 
vin’s fire was “ made of moist green wood.” Ours 
of facts, dried with already too many years of dis- 
graceful experience. Truths, whose coruscations 
brighten the atmosphere of Christendom, and are 
reflected with significant lustre, by the blackened 
clouds of error. When Calvin and Luther reared 
the hostile banner and bid defiance to Romish erro: 
and imposition, the suffering of the sufferer was 
measured by his intellect; and his vision was con- 
tracted to ken a narrow horizon. Now, the mists 
have disappeared. The beast himself is seen. Shall 
not a full view produce sensations as great, as last- 
ing, as his shadow ? The reformation ended in es- 
tablishing, under new names and guises, the abuses 
it promised to destroy or remedy. Mankind are 
whipped with, only—the other end of the rope ! The 
christian’s hell is heated to the same degree with the 
Romish purgatory. 'The same brimstone serves for 
fuel. The only difference exists in the manner. 
The Pope antedated the suffering, and damned with 
excommunications seasoned with auto da fes ; while 
modern Popes, pass the sentence for the future, and 
in default of present vengeance, console themselves 
with the dignities and fatlings which are the per- 
quisites of the Holy Office. 

“ Seven hundred and twenty ministers life mem- 
bers of the Bible Society.’ Ladies, this honour be- 
longs to you. Fear is a powerful motive. The 
Heli of these gentlemen’s heating is hot ! Will your 
donations stand at the helm, and carry you sailely 
by, when your bark shall pass the narrow strait of 
death ? Hear me, ye deluded victims of pampered 
dignity—One zephyr, such as escapes the orphan’s 
lips, when the breath comes warm from the grateful 
heart of the celieved sufferer, would trim the sails, 
which now will flutter, and head your vessel to- 
wards the brightest heaven. Solomon, thou wert 
correct. “ There is no new thing under the sun.” 
When the ladies keep their husband’s money in 
their husband’s purses, cnly fwo honourable and sin- 
cere men can be found among the whole clergy, to 
join in the important concern. Such would have 
been the picture of the Bible Society clergymen, 
we suppose, had the ladies done nothing! But now, 
720 ministers are members. Their salaries were 
too sacred to be broken into for this purpose. They 
were reserved to buy fat bee/—choice wines—fine 
clothes, &c. &e. Ke. 

Ye sons and daughters of penury and want, your 
voice can be lifted in tones of thunder. Raise your 
emaciated hands, point them first to your hovels, 
your beds of langui.hing, and hungry and naked 
children; and then to the life-members of Bible 
and missionary societies—if you have any strength 
left, point them once to the panders of these holy 
dignitaries. 

—=>—- 


From the (Cincinnati) Remembrancer. 


Mr. Epitor,—In the second Number of the 
Remembrancer, there were a few remarks made by 





the former editor, in reference to the piece which 3 
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sent for publication. In one of his remarks, he said, 
that my object was not to disparage the clerical of- 
fice, but to condemn men for assuming titles which 
belong exclusively to the Deity. Fiom this state- 
ment, some of your readers might be ready to con- 
clude, that I did approve of the clerical office. But 
so far fiom this being the case, I condemn it just as 
much as I do Doctor of Divinity, Right Reverend 
Father in God, or even plain Reverend. Such 
names or titles as these, given to a certain class of 
men, I consider in no other light than some of those 
names of blasphemy, mentioned in Rev. xvii. 3, 
which John says the antichristian whore is full of4 
My object in writing these lines, is not only to con- 
demn men for assuming titles which belong exclu- 
sively to the Deity, but also to condemn all anti- 
chiistian names, titles, and offices. My object is, 
therefore, to disparage the clerical office. Because, 
on reading the word of God, I do not find that there 
ever was such an office in the Church of Christ. It 
is altogether antichristian. For it was the church 
of Rome that first made the distinctions of clergy 
and laity ; and this was one of the steps of the mys- 
tery of iniquity by which the man of sin acquired 
such power both in church and state. The distine- 
tion being once introduced, the clergy, on every oc- 
currence, took care to improve the respect of the 
lower ranks, by widening the distance between their 
own order and the condition of their Christian 
brethren. In process of time, the distinction uni- 
versally prevailed of the whole Christian common- 
wealth into clergy and laity. 

The terms are derived from two Greek words, 
kleros, which signifies lot or inheritance, and laos, 
which signifies people, multitude, or nation. The 
plain intention was to suggest, that the former, the 
pastors or clergy, (for they appropriated the term 
kleros to themselves,) were selected and contradis- 
tinguished from the multitude, as being, in the pre- 
sent world, Uy way of eminence, God’s peculiar or 
special inheritance. It is impossible to conceive a 
claim in appearance more arrogant, or in reality 
worse founded. God is indeed in the Old Testa- 
ment said to be the inheritance of the Levites, 
Deut. x. 9, because a determined share of the sacri- 
fices and offerings made to God, was in part to serye 
them instead of an estate in land, such as was given 
to each of the other tribes. But, I pray you, mark 
the difference ; no where is the tribe of Levi called 
Giod’s inheritance, though that expression is repeat- 
edly used of the whole nation. Concerning the 
whole Israelitish nation, Moses, who was himself a 
Levite, says,in an address to God, Deut. ix. 29, 
“They are thy people and thine inheritance, which 
thou broughtest out by thy mighty power.” ‘The 
words in the Septuagint translation deserve par- 
ticular attention ; because the same persons are, in 
the same sentence, declared to be both the laos and 
the kleros. What, says the canonist, at once lay- 
men and clergy ? that is certainly absurd; the char- 
acters are incompatible. Yet it did not then appear 
so to Moses. 

When we recur to the use of the term in the New 
Testament, we find one passage, and but one, 





wherein it 1s applied to persons. The passage is in 
the First Epistle of Peter, the fifth chapter and third 
verse, which is thus rendered in our version— 
“ Neither as being lords over God’s heritage, (or 
clergy,) but being examples to the flock.” They 
are part of a charge given to the pastors, relating to 
the care of the people committed to them, who are 
called God’s flock, which they are commanded to 
feed ; of which they are to take the oversight, not 
the mastery, and to which they are to serve as pat- 
terns. The same persons, therefore, both in this 
and the preceding verse, are styled the flock, under 
the direction of God’s ministers: the shepherds are 
also called his inheritance, over whom their pastors 
are commanded not to domineer. Let it be ob- 
served, then, that this distinction, so far from having 
a foundation in Scripture, stands in direct contra- 
diction, both to the letter and to the sense of that 
unerring standard. But the distinction of the whole 
church into clergy and laity, being once broached, 
in after ages, they even improved upon their prede- 
The schoolmen (a modest race, all clergy- 
men,) thought it was doing the laymen too much 
honour to derive the name from laos. It suited 
their notions better to deduce it from laag, lapis, 
which signifies a stone. Take for a specimen a few 
things advanced on this subject by some celebrated 
dectors, as quoted by Alstensfaig, in his Lexicon 
Theologicum,—* A clergyman signifies a learned 
man, scientific, skilful, full of knowledge, accom- 
plished and intelligent. A layman, on the contra- 
ry, signifies an unlearned man, unskilful, silly, and 
stony. On this account, the term laic, or layman, 
may be derived from the Greek word laas, which in 
Latin is lapis, or a stone. And so every clerk, or 
clergyman, in so far as he is a clergyman, is respect- 
able ; a layman again, so far as he is such, is despi- 
cable. Clergymen also are, as a body, justly supe- 
rior, and ought to have the precedency of laymen.” 
To the above I shall only add the sentiments of 
Cardinal Bona, (this is another antichristian title,) 
in relation to the “ care that ought to be taken by 
the clergy, that laymen may not be allowed to do 
themselves harm by studying the profounder part of 
Scripture, which their stupidity is utterly incapable 
of comprehending.” He kindly mentions, at the 
same time, the books which he thinks they will not 
be the worse for, and which, therefore, they may be 
permitted to peruse. Concerning laymen, he says, 
“In them, pride, the mother of blindness, reigns, so 
far as respects those things which regard faith and 
morals. For, like idiots, they presume to explain 
the sacred writings, which are the most profound of 
all writings ; and, again, when they happen to pos- 
sess any exteinal accomplishment, they despise all 
others, (I suppose he means that they despise the 
clergy,) and being thus double-minded by pride, 
they deservedly fall into that worst error through 
which they are infatuated by God, so that they 
know not how to discern what is good and what is 
evil. Wherefore, let not laymen read all the books 
of the Sacred Scriptures. They are not, however, 
to be restricted from moral and devout works, which 
have no difficulty, or ambiguity, or absurdity in their 
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translation ; of which sort are sacred meditations, 
the histories, lives, or legends of the saints.” 

Thus far we have considered briefly the origin of 
the clerical office, and we have seen that it is not 
derived from Christ, but from antichrist. The 
church of Rome was the first inventor of the cleri- 
cal office. It belongs to her of right. It is an office 
of her own creating ; therefore let her have and 
enjoy every office, name, or title, which she has in- 
vented. But let no member of the church of Christ 
receive the mark of the beast, or envy her on ac- 
count of those assuming, arrogant, haughty distine- 
tions, or dare to follow her wicked, unscriptural 
and antichristian exainple. 

But to conclude—From what I have stated, you 
may easily perceive that I ama declared enemy to 
all assumed titles, which I consider antichristian, 
such as, His Holiness the Pope, Cardinal, Prelate, 
Right Reverend Father in God, Right Reverend 
Bishop, Doctor of Divinity, or even plain Reverend. 
But from what I have said, let it never be under- 
stood that I am an enemy toa gospel ministry, as it 
is described in the word of God: so far from this 
being the case, I would just remark, that all the offi- 
ces which Christ has appointed in his church, I do 
approve of and highly esteem. They are all ap- 
pointed by the Great Head of the church, for pro- 
moting the best interests of his people; and the 
names and titles which he gives them are not only 
the most honourable, but also the most significant 
for pointing out the various and laborious duties to 
which they are called. Paul informs us that Christ 
gave some apostles, and some prophets, and some 
evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, for the 
perfecting of the saints for the work of the ministry, 
for the edifying of the body of Christ, Eph. iv. 11. 
Some of these were extraordinary offices, and had 
no successors in office. But the only stated or 
standing offices in all the apostolic churches, were 
elders and deacons. Let it be remembered, that 
elder, bishop, pastor, shepherd, and overseer, were, 
in apostolic times, synonymous terms. According- 
ly, we read, that Paul sent for the elders of the 
ehurch at Ephesus, and exhorted them to take heed 
to themselves, and to all the flock, over which the 
Holy Spirit had made them bishops, or overseers, as 
it is translated in our version, Acts xx. 17,28. I 
shall only add, that those who are called by God to 
the elders’ office, and who fulfil it, instead of being 
despised, ought to be esteemed very highly in love 
for their works sake. Ww. c. 

Nore.—The above was answered by a reverend 
clergyman, we presume, in amount as follows—The 
clergy are not ambitious of titles, but only submit 
to receive distinctions, &c. However, when we see 
clergymen’s names on brass plates, on their own 
doors, preceded by the word “ Reverend,” we are 
disposed to think, as we cannot help thinking, that 
the self-styled Reverend gentleman is very proud, or 
very silly, as the case may be. The ancient phari- 
sees were regarded as the greatest hypocrites ; not 
by their enemies, but by Christ, who knew them.— 
It may give offence to some, but we say, that modern 
phaisees are as great hypocrites as their prototypes. 








Men who love money—love style—love greetings in 
the markets, and to be called of men, Rabbi, (Rev- 
erend,) are—what? Ans. When Peter savoured 
the things that be of men, and not of God, Chris: 
called him Satan. Therefore, when the modern 
Peter savours the things that be of men, and not the 
things that be of God, he is Satan also. 2D. 
——<—j> — 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

THOUGHTS ON LATE OCCURRENCES 

We will suppose, if you please, that all the world, 
or that all America, belonged to one church, Cr were 
of one religion, as it is called. But, in my opinion, 
religion is practical righteousness, and neither more 
nor less than doing good. We will suppose, if you 
please, that all were Calvinists, or all Quakers. Sad 
experience has convinced the world long ago, what 
would be the consequence, and what would be the 
fate of those who differ from the orthodox godly 
Presbyterians in sentiment; or, in other words, 
were honest enough to erpress their sentiments.— 
From the people called Quakers, we might expect 
more lenity, forbearance, gentleness, &c. as they 
disclaim punishing with death, on any account; 
and, as they have no creed, and do not profess to 
take the Bible for their guide, but profess to be led 
and guided by the unerring Spirit of truth. Well, 
let them all be Quakers, or Friends. Suppose a 
Mr. Dean, or any other member, cannot see as some 
of the rest see, he is excommunicated, or anathema- 
tized, if you please. They will not kill him, but 
they will drive him out a fugitive and a vagabond, 
like Cain. If he be a poor man, none of them will 
employ him, none will sell him any thing, none will 
buy any thing from him; they will have nothing to 
do with him, nothing to say to him; if he is sick, 
and dying for a drink of cold water, none must ad- 
minister to his necessity, because it did not please 
God to let him see as some of his brethren saw, or 
because he would not pretend to be!wve what he 
thought wrong. If he be rich, he must live and die 
alone : his large ships may lie and rot, he may do all 
his work himself; he must till his land himself; he 
must reap, thresh, grind, bake, &c. he must be his 
own spinner, weaver, tailor ; and, in fine, unaided 
in sickness and in death, help himself. If rich, 
notwithstanding his affluence, his hundreds of thou- 
sands, he can purchase nothing from the saints, nor 
procure the least help on any occasion. He must 
eat his morsel alone, for his property is completely 
confiscated, for it is of no use to him. They will 
not kill him ; no, they will only let him die. Q. 


—<a>— 
PAUL’S ACCOMMODATION. 


Iam made all things to all men. 1 Cor. ix. 22. 

I do not know of any thing that is more unpopular 
than the truth. A little error operates as an excel- 
lent seasoning ; it accommodates the passions, and 
suits the principles and opinions of mankind. It is 
like a savoury dish, when the tastes of the parties 
have been consulted, and all the little variations and 
formula of the good eater attended to. The changes 
and fluctuations in the principles and practice of 
mankind, are as various as their features ; and sub- 
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iect to as many impulses as there are motives to 


stimulate, or passions to serve. The man is not the 
same man at all times and seasons. The atmos- 
phere of his feelings is sometimes surcharged with 
passion, then with moderation. At one time with 
profusion, at another with parsimony. His mental 
vision is sometimes clear, then cloudy. His pros- 
pects are atone period brilliant, and his imagina- 
non, Without a shade, draws a glowing and extensive 
picture. See him again, when disappointment, like 
an angry cloud, has bedimned his views, and the 
sombre hue of unpropitious feeling blacken every 
thought, and bursts, at intervals, in the thunder of 
cloomy invective. Paul, thy motives and thy prin- 
ciples w ere too buoyant with sincerity, to admit of 
depression without a cause, and vascillating move- 
ments where no sympathy could identify you as a 
party with unhallowed expectations and resent- 
ments. Paul could never be a Proteus in a field 
like this; where action was the effect of frenzy, par- 
simony, pride and avarice. And thou never would 
show, in grimace and pretence, a fellow-feeling 
with absurdity. 

There is certainly a mistake in conjecture, when 
affinity is outraged, and the law of nature made the 
pander of, and scape goat for, the madman’s excen- 
tricities. All men are not the same men at all 
times. The sick man and the man in health, the 
living and the dead man, surely are different. The 
charitable man and the miser, the hateful and the 
hating, cannot stand for the same original. The 
solution is found in a short sentence. Man is 
changeable. There cannot be a change, without a 
difference. I would rescue the reputation of Paul 
from the aspersion of modern expedients. Paul, 
what wert thou with the malicious? I know that 
thou possessed a forbearing disposition, and dare not 
charge thee with ahellish passion. Saul of Tarsus 
might glow with resentment, and hurl “ firebrands, 
arrows and death ;” but Paul was merciful. Duty 
stood the sentinel, and love watched at the portals 
of thy gate. Thou wert the reverse of all that run 
the random race of folly ; and if thou wert all things 
to all men, thy conduct is evidence of the purity of 
thy views, and circumspection of thy ways, in being 
all things that are right and praiseworthy ; while so 
many were thy opponents in principle, and the re- 
verse of thee in practice. 

—_—<—j-_ 
ANOTHER GOSPEL. 

The following may be introduced as extra evi- 
dence of the corrupt principles of modern clergy- 
men, who preach a gospel founded on money, in- 
stead of being founded on Christ. The apostles of 
Christ never appealed to mankind, and demanded 
their money, as an indispensable requisite to the 
salvation of souls! Now we lay this down as an 
infallible criterion, that, God’s ministers will preach 
Christ, and the devil’s ministerr-—MONEY ! 

“A SOLEMN APPEAL.” 

“You give, perhaps, a few shillings or a few dol- 
lars in order to employ a servant of Jesus Christ in 
declaring the Divine mercy to your brethren in the 





new settlements, who are not refreshed by Christian 


ordinances, or to the ignorant, deluded, perishing 
heathen. You bestow a trifle, from gratitude to 
your Saviour, in a spirit of obedience, and from love 
to the souls of men. In this way the gospel is car- 
ried to a dying sinner in the wilderness. That sin- 
ner repents ; and when he repents, all the angels of 
God shout for joy. A thrill of rapture runs through 
heaven—through cherubim, seraphim, and all the 
ranks of the sons of God. He repents and dies, 
and joins the angelic host, and unites in their song. 
You too, die, and as your spirit glides away from 
this gross state of being, and ascends to the bright 
regions of eternal holiness, and joy, and glory—in- 
stantly there breaks upon you a shout of ten thousand 
times ten thousand, and sweeter than the music of 
the spheres—‘ Welcome, child of benevolence, 
friend of Jesus ; welcome to this heavenly habita- 
tion, of which God and the Lamb are the everlast- 
ing light. Here all is love.’ 

Think of this, poor mortal, from whose grasp 
death will in a few days tear every cent of your 
money ; think of this, and then say, if you can, that 
you have nothing to bestow. Think of this, and 
then, if you can, waste your property in luxury, or 
hoard it up for the rust, or expend it all in some 
promising adventure, from which you hope, that you 
or your sons will reap a harvest of profit, and say that 
you have nothing to give. Alas! “ What will pro- 
fit you, if you gain the whole world, and lose your 
own soul?” Alas! will you have no stock in the 
heavens? No adventure in the eternal worid? No 
mansion in the skies? No obligation or bond to 
secure to you a field, a possession, an estate, in the 
regions of eternal light and glory? Shall all your 
treasure be in the dust of the ground? Thena 
thief may steal it—the fire may burn it—the tem- 
pest may scatter it—the flood may overwhelm it. 
But surely death wiil tear you away from it for ever. 

Think of this, and then, if you can, be niggardly 
in giving for the aid of missions ; and cold in speak- 
ing in favour of missions, and heartless in praying 
for the success of missions.” 

Pres, Allen’s Sermon. 
—f>—— 
WANT OF CONSISTENCY AMONG THE 
FRIENDS. 

As one appealing for my Christian right in the 
society of Friends, I hereby publicly testify, that I 
withdraw my appeal, because of their injustice and 
unfairness towards me in the administration of their 
discipline. First—In instituting a complaint against 
me unidentified, and consequently without proof. 
And, Secondly, for trying me on such vague com- 
plaint, by committees of their own choosing ; and 
condemning me without giving me a hearing in any 
of their meetings for discipline ; all which proceed- 
ings are aside from the profession which they make, 
antichristian and unfair. 

This complaint, if I understand it right, was 
brought against me for not uniting with them* ina 
certain speculative point in religion. Thus specula- 
tion has become the test of membership, if not of 
faith, among the Friends. O that they might con- 
sider the Rock from whence they were hewn, and 
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the hole of the pit from whence they have been dug, 
that the Lord might be God ; and faith in his holy 
Spirit, accompanied by good works, the only true 
test of membership: then he would be a healer of 
breaches to this people, and restorer of paths for 
them to dwell in. JOSEPH C. DEAN. 


*And this is strange, for they disagree daily 

among themselves on speculative points in religion. 
Nat. Advo. 

We insert the above at the request of a friend. 
We must say, we think, that man is accountable to 
God only, for his opinions and principles. It is the 
duty of man to exhort, reprove, and advise his 
brother. The Scriptures recognize no imaginary 
offences. There must be a wrong done, not imagin- 
ed—there must be an injury sustained, not suppo- 
sed, before a man ts to be treated as a publican.— 
There is but one effectual remedy for these evils, 
and that is charity! “ Let him that is without sin 
among you, first cast a stone.” 

ee 
ANECDOTE, 

Some years ago, a delirious man attended a Uni- 
versalist meeting, in company with a brother who 
had great control over him. The preacher in illus- 
tration of the justice and goodness of God in the 
salvation of all men, adduced the character of Pre- 
sident Washington. “He was a benevolent man. 
Placed in the highest seat of national authority, he 
sought to promote the happiness of all. He bore no 
ill will to a single person in the nation. He did not 
delight in tormenting the meanest subject.” The 
man beside himself was uneasy, and frequently at- 
tempted to rise and speak, but his brother held him 
bythe coat. As the preacher however still enlarged 
on the universal benevolence of Washingion, he at 
length broke from the grasp of his keeper, and step- 
ping forward, exclaimed, “ True, but in time of the 
rebellion in Pennsylvania, Washington turned his 
whole artillery against the insurgents.” The preach- 
er was confounded, and closed his harangue.— 
Quere. Which of the two had the best claim to 
reason ? Rel. Rem. 

REMARKS. 

The above anecdote is going the rounds in 
the papers devoted to priestcraft and money. We 
should be pleased to have the authors of this squib 
tell more about it, and give names and place, &c. 
It is not surprising that these people resort to the in- 
sane, and their sayings, for help. The story is piti- 
ful at best; the worse, however, for being a lie! 
The abettors of this attempt at deception would do 
well to consider, that with the rational their story 
defeats their own purpose. Washington was mer- 
ciful. The event proved it. His artillery was not 
turned against the insurgents to destroy thein for 
ever, but to convince and convert them—to vindi- 
cate the law, which had for its object the good of 
these very insurgents! Turn and twist as they 
may, these orthodox gentry must acknowledge, that 
cruelly is confined to the devil and his coadjutors, 
who are eager to de-.roy mankind, and perpetuate, 
world without end. their misery. 


LICENTIOUS TENDENCY OF UNIVER. 
SALISM. 
From the Gospel Advocate. 
AN EXAMPLE WORTHY OF IMITATION. 

Mr. John Winn, of Campaign county, state of 
Ohio, was formerly a slave-holder in Kentucky, at 
which time he was a member of the Baptist society, 
and for several years strenuously advocated their 
cause. But at length, he had serious impressions 
that his belief was not according to divine revela- 
tion; and after a general search of the Scriptures, 
laying aside superstition, priestcraft, bigotry, Ke. 
and calling reason in exercise, he found that the 
way of life and salvation was made for all—and that 
all created intelligences would finally be participa- 
tors of the same. Under these impressions he felt 
the culpability of holding in bondage a part of the 
human family, nor could he rest till he had libe- 
rated them from slavery. Accordingly he moved 
them to the state of Ohio—gave each (five in num- 
ber) eighty acres of land, farming utensils, &c. and 
bade them work for themselves. He also gave the 
state of Ohio bonds for their good behaviour. Aftes 
this, Mr. Winn, with another brother in the belief 
of the final salvation of all men, bought three slaves 
in the state of Kentucky, for whom they gave two 
hundred dollars; after which they set them free, 
gave them lands in Ohio, and became security for 
their good behaviour. These slaves were purchased 
of a Baplist Deacon, of the same church to which 
Mr. Winn belonged. Mr. Winn rejoiceth that the 
Lord will turn the hearts of his children unto him ; 
that every knee will bow and every tongue sweat 
that they have righteousness and strength in the 
Lord, and that all the ends of the earth will see the 
salvation of our God. 

—>——- 
AUTHOR OF VADE-MECUM. 

The author of the “ Vade-Mecum,” the Rev. Dr. 
Hooper Cumming, has left Albany, and is located 
in Vandewater-street, in this city. We understand 
he commenced, on Sunday, June Ist, by venting a 
violent philippic against Universalism. At present 
we shal] leave the reverend gentleman to the foster- 
ing care of his new admirers. We only recom 
mend to him the serious consideration of the old 
trite saying —*“ The least that is said, is the soonest 
mended !” 

—~>—- 

* Wo unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites; 
for ye devour widows’ houses, and for a pretence 
make long prayers; therefore ye shall receive the 
greater damnation.” Scriprore. 

—>—- 


PROPOSALS 
Have been issued for publishing at Little Falls, 
(N. Y.) a work, to be entitled 
THE GOSPEL INQUIRER, 
To be published semi-monthly, at $1 per annum, 
payable in advance. Rel. Inq. 
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